
Community Health Global Network is a separate 
initiative of InterHealth. Its members recognise the 
need for improved quality of community health 
programmes, and better collaboration between health 
players, especially those in the faith-based sector. 
We promote equity, justice and human rights. 
We affirm that spiritual and social domains are integral 
to health. Whilst holding a Christian view of health and 
wholeness, we welcome participation from projects 
and individuals of any faith or none.

Community-based approaches 
are key for global health.
At the local level, trained community workers 
can diagnose, treat and prevent up to 90% of 
infectious diseases.

Community Health
Global Network

A NEW VENTURE

 maximising the impact 
of community health care

www.chgn.org



THE CHALLENGE

Moving from here

FBOs involved with community health care 
are often isolated.

Being small, many FBOs fail to link into 
national health programmes.

The “faith component” fails to influence 
the quality of programmes.

Staff have difficulty accessing adequate 
training.

In proportion to their size and numbers, the 
contribution of FBOs is under-recognised.

FBOs are poorly represented in the 
international arena.

Faith-Based Organisations
(FBOs) face many challenges

to here.

Confidence and cooperation amongst 
Faith-Based Organisations.

FBOs are ready to collaborate with national 
health programmes.

Staff adapt and adopt good practice based 
on evidence.

Faith adds value to the quality of programmes.

The contribution of FBOs is globally recognised.

FBOs have a stronger voice in policy 
development.

FBOs realise their potential



Jesus told a story 
about a man who planted a fig tree in his vineyard. 
It proved unfruitful so he told the gardener to cut 
it down. “Leave it alone for one more year. I’ll dig 
around it and fertilize it,” the gardener replied. 
The gardener knew that working on the tree's roots 
would make it more fruitful. 
The Bible, Luke 13

We work through our interactive website, and through 
clusters of programmes in different countries.

Key players include
Topic Convenors, who keep each community health 
topic on the website fresh, up-to date and relevant.

Regional consultants from a wide variety of 
programmes and institutions, who are able to mentor 
and teach.

Geographical representatives, who can coordinate 
network activities in countries and regions.

Hub projects are centres of excellence where Network 
members can catch the vision and learn 
good practice in community health care.

Where are we now?
We have found widespread support for our vision, 
gathered a team, set up an International Advisory 
Council and revised our 440-page community health 
care manual. Our website www.chgn.org on all aspects 
of community-based health care, was launched in 
May 2006. We are planning our first country cluster 
of programmes. However this network depends on as 
many individuals and programmes as possible joining 
together and learning from each other.

What can you do?
Join on-line, pray, contribute your ideas or experiences 
to discussion forums or as ‘members’ experiences’, give, 
advise, or just keep in touch as we develop.

WHAT WE AIM TO DO HOW WE WORK

■ We aim to improve the health and well-being of 
marginalized people by improving the quality of 
programmes that work with them.

■ We will build linkages between Network members, 
both individuals and organisations.

■ We will promote the sharing of information, 
experience, skills and positive attitudes between 
members and so enhance the quality of programmes.

■ We will encourage community health programmes 
to work alongside private, charitable, national and 
international health structures.

■ We will help to create a critical mass of high quality 
faith-based programmes that can speak strategically in 
national and global health arenas.

Community Health 
Global Network aims 
to dig around the roots 
so that problems can 
be solved



InterHealth Worldwide
Since 1989 InterHealth has provided clinical care to over 
300 missions, churches, NGOs and others involved in 
health and development. Its headquarters is in London. 
Client groups include Tearfund, the Church Mission 
Society and the Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development. There is a synergy between the clinical 
work of InterHealth and the life of the Network.

The Network’s team
Dr Ted Lankester  InterHealth Director of Healthcare and 
co-founder of CHGN. Ted has wide experience of primary 
health care both in the UK and developing countries. 
Until recently he was a board member of Tearfund and 
assistant editor of the journal Tropical Doctor. He is 
author of Setting up Community Health Programmes.

Dr Nick Henwood  Co-founder of CHGN. General 
Practitioner and specialist in public health for developing 
countries. Nick worked in Nepal for 9 years with the 
United Mission to Nepal and Medécins du Monde.

Elizabeth Symmons  Information Manager. Born in 
Uganda, Elizabeth is a software engineer who brings 
web design and programming skills to CHGN.

Susannah Jeffreys  Operations Manager. Zannah worked 
in the Advocacy Group at Tearfund and then completed 
a Community Health diploma in Jamkhed, India. 
She volunteered for Oasis in Mumbai before joining 
Tearfund's Disaster Management Team in Indonesia.

Claire Dickerson and David Saunders  Administrative 
Volunteers.

Prof Andrew Tomkins OBE  Academic Associate. 
Professor of International Child Health at the Centre for 
International Health and Development and consultant 
to WHO, UNICEF, the World Bank and Tearfund. 

Welcome aboard!
If you would like to find out more or get involved, 
involved, contact Ted or Nick at www.chgn.org, 
email: team@chgn.org, or via InterHealth, London, 
www.interhealth.org.uk, tel: +44 (0)20 7902 9000.

ABOUT US
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